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Teaching Tip  
 
 
 
 

Traditional use of Tatanka (buffalo) 
  

During this activity your students will learn 
about the traditional use of buffalo parts 
and their location on the buffalo. They will 
also learn about a time when the Tsar of 
Russia contacted American President U.S. 
Grant in an effort to build a stronger 
relationship between the two nations.  
 
When the Tsar of Russia contacted 

American President U.S. Grant in 1871 in an 
effort to build a stronger relationship 
between the two nations, little did anyone 
know that the American Bison (commonly 
called a buffalo), General George Armstrong 
Custer and Buffalo Bill Cody would be the 
main factors in creating a friendship. 
 
The Grand Duke Alexis, the fourth son of Tsar 
Alexander II, was sent by his father to help build a friendship with America. The Grand Duke 
told President Grant that he wanted to meet Civil War hero General George Armstrong 
Custer and asked if it would be possible to go on a buffalo hunt. Alexis also told the 
President that he would like to tour the American West and see the vast herds of buffalo he 
had read so much about. President Grant saw that famed western scout and hunter Buffalo 

Bill Cody was included in the plans. See additional photos and read about the visit at the 
following website.   
 

Interactive Activity - Traditional use of Tatanka (buffalo): 
 

Traditional use of Tatanka (buffalo) is a 4 part interactive PowerPoint series developed by 
Badlands National Park and South Dakota Public Broadcasting. The PowerPoint series 

includes a brief history of buffalo in South Dakota. Also, there are photos of buffalo parts, 
like a buffalo hide and tail. Your students are encouraged to guess the traditional use of the 
buffalo part and its location on the buffalo.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy 1881 Courthouse Museum - Custer 

 
Contact EdServices@sdpb.org for 

more information about SDPB’s educational resources 
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