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Photo Form Activity: 

During this activity your students will increase their observation 
skills by identifying forms (cubes, cylinders and spheres) in the 
manmade and natural worlds around them.  
 
Images are often based on these fundamental forms: cube, cylinder, 

and sphere. Identifying these structural forms can make drawing 
the items easier and provide insight to how the items were made. 
Thus the process here is to focus on fundamental geometric forms 
on which many other images can be based. 
 
Introduce the activity by familiarizing the students with the art series called Art Basics 

with Dick Termes: Drawing, which is a drawing system that uses cubes, cylinders and 
spheres. View the introduction video and episode one which is called Art Basics with 
Dick Termes: Drawing – Cube Basic. The Cube Basic video is a great introduction video 
for elementary – high school aged students on fundamental geometric forms because 
many items around us are made of cubes.  
 

Below are links to additional videos that introduce more drawing techniques. The 
students are encouraged to watch sections of the videos in class or at home to enhance 
their drawing abilities. The following Teaching and User’s Guide includes video 
timecodes and direct links to the videos also.     
 

Example Videos: 
1. Cube Addition  
2. Cube Subtraction 
3. Cylinder Basic  

4. Cylinder Addition  
5. Cylinder Subtraction 
6. Cylinder Realism  
7. Sphere Basic 

 

Activity: 

The students will go on a form (cube, cylinder & sphere) scavenger hunt. They should 

make a list (sketch) of the items they see or photograph the images with an IPad, 
phone or camera (if available). To get the students started, the following link has 
example photos of items in the real word that include cubes, cylinders and spheres. The 
students will soon realize these forms are everywhere once they start to look for them.  

o PreK-Early Elementary Students: Learn the basic forms and identify them in 
the real world. 

o Elementary: Identify the basic forms in items around them and draw 
individual items.  

o MS-HS: Identify the basic forms in items around them and draw more 
advanced drawings using additional techniques in the Art Basics with Dick 
Termes: Drawing series. 

Contact EdServices@sdpb.org for 
more information about SDPB’s educational resources 

http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/101082eb-0e64-4689-9921-426d06eb00ce/art-basics-with-dick-termes-about-the-project/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/3562a50e-1570-4613-945d-883b00d15498/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cube-basic/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/3562a50e-1570-4613-945d-883b00d15498/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cube-basic/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/d84cef28-d38d-45e6-93a7-ae0c5fd30e38/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-teaching-and-users-guide/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/d4c63f51-19d1-4a81-ac41-df10d1886853/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cube-addition/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9fefec2a-0aa7-409d-aa64-ad89a62ac1a9/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cube-subtraction/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/9695887d-2a7e-4b6e-b799-c2fc23757a12/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cylinder-basic/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/e39fdcea-9d20-4deb-9353-34e915dd8154/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cylinder-addition/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/4cc43e03-9c7e-41f4-9b33-234aabdf402f/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cylinder-subtraction/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/7a601fe1-88cb-4ab0-a4a5-4d6cf02c1ce5/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-cylinder-realism/
http://sdpb.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/7397408f-4c65-4b69-b9b4-604a6b638dba/art-basics-with-dick-termes-drawing-sphere-basic/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/116625357@N06/collections/72157679193420776/
mailto:EdServices@sdpb.org

